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H, S. 'ivyeth^ Jr. 

7±c& ?resii;3;cl: er.d Iditor-'ic-sT-tief 
Harper & l.ow, Ftife-Liaihers , lac. 
iO Es3t 53fl 5 eras t 
t4&w Yorkf S. 1\ 10022 

I 

■Dear Sr., wyeth.; 

lotir courtesy is amidim sa bmmd psmfs of yeux ceulsg JkHialey treads yersits se 
to return the ceurtasy by tailing thAt„ if slcS;ilaisy mxd Playboy did sot notify 
you of jay charges oi plagiarisB aad other actioadle offcsasaa^ they lEp-osei 'uyoa you. 

^Isyho}'- sot deceived ms into beliavlag that they bad resevsd vhat McKinley stole, 
I would have filed for sa iajuactlos, as they kaasff.j thus, their deception. 

If you have any doubt about this, the lawyer X eoasultad is J^ssas li, I.esar;, BIO 16ta 
Street, Wssfclagton, D, C., 2000^, 202/223~5537 . 

This_wretehedasss relates to both the JHl and 'dr. Hag asses siaatioas, 

1 aa esrtais this is a surprise to you. Hsvever, it is ~sal. It also is on iasvita- 
ble coaseqnence of cowardly publishiag, which sot only drives the seaey dad to the 
essentially worthlesa- Cwhsa it is not effieiei aycophaacy sad liarmfeal to tratii)b«t 
&3.k&s works of uawslcosa snd unpubllsiiabla. 

??lth Mr, .Lesar's apprsval, you ‘may have access to isy sstsasive files on this, 

4t the lao'Kant it is impossible for iss to read th& proofs, I aattsse that the book 
Is asseatialiy the Playboy series. 

this sarias is an putgrtawtk ox Flayboy ’s top" level fear of saeillary rights to 
POST Mei'IE:-S, which thsa edstsd ia a limted e^itloa osiiy. That feilo*:v-e 4 i McKinley's 
October 1974 asking fer aid oa a project for Playboy that did. not pan out. 

Geoffrey 'Sorasaa aad l-kSisley caste here ia early 1973 oa POST M02rsH. Komaa left 
dth a xeros copy, McKisley later phoned to tell ®« that, wijile there had been ap- 
proval to tiie highest corporate levels, Hefner nixad it. 



I could nevs-r gat the return of ?Q$T WyWTM, Thsre 
from it and It doBOj ssy work asd ^ work alone, was 
result of its supposed original investigation, this 



is eorrasponflesce or. this. .Material 
later preseatac by Flay bey as the 
was at tha and of the series and 



X did not kHow of it until thes, Xt was over this that I would have sought -aa isjttnc- 
tio3, had Z not aatl the sasiirances of P.l ayhoy co^isal that sshst. I cfeji^ted to had 
been resaoved. 



‘sTaea Melisley plumed to tell ®a Flaybo? had aat gone for Post' k& cold tse that 

a srtbstituta forrsiia sad been approved, not of assa&sisati&ns is America but of vio- 
lence in Aiaerica. That is a lastter as which I ast expert, as .aciiialey Icsicrw, going 
b.sek to the 1930s when I vss sditor and sa investigator for a Saite-i States Senate 
iaveatigatioa ©f it. He said tbatj becaase of this ex pertise, ff layboy vaatad to 
<n*tgi??e ®s a coasuitaafe sm the scries he described. I agreed Sid iaaedlately 
offered him access to the hearings and reports of chat investigatiun aad other rei®- 
vsxit material -s I had dapositad in an arehiv^ out of ay possession. 

fisst GOBSuitad ae cm this series, I was aghast. It &ss tarriale.. It 
was iaaccurat®, angled^ disiioaest sad defas’rtatory. Sovoona at P layboy who is subject 
t© retailatioB held the saaa view. However, I had glv^ ^ word and I was, in addl"- 
tioa, conceraed abSKit the spread of further disiafon?atinEn about these great tragedies 




t 



t \i&t turned til® '^srld aroiEid. I did perform. I ’aavs tha manuscripts snd nj 
ansotati£K'^s , 

PlsYboy^s 5 ts.lt, especially the twe 'Woasa researcliars^ ks«K? fross, nothing, to 



abaut this cos*pllcai:ed sublect. kitbout xna-.«in^ ox _ae t 

had not yet been ssst te xje> it becaaa apparent that the auvucr saoa-L>,> 
said, as' sho«U the editors.; aad that aeho4y could kes? it alx ,.b '-■una. - 

sue?lstad that they tape our taiephoue conversations- hlacu it tumsa out ^hs 

wcs^i-i wer-a inaxperlsuced aad sscaus.® *^e caa all forget and let tapes run - 

©f£«r®4 tfe sake backstop tspe-s. I have those I ^de. It El&Ml produce 

the®.* it is because they destroyed tiieir set aster r pat fcaea oa notice. 



the J.lug ass.-isnlnatlon, 



I OSloC-Sd 



Esteosiva siso irss stsda of r-ork 
px&licatioa. j 

’iehinlaj kaesf about this because he waut to _^f or 

oef a J«aes Sari Hay story. Say^s chief couoseL r«ta»ed co agree to^ v,ae ^ ..au X -h - X ^ 
Jrcposai. I asked dcSIiaiey if fbey a^uld coasider as alterative, what ay persoa^ 
investigation had developed. H« said he weald propose it if I a^ec o.is >aa^^taere 
was a story, <I ^lao h.s4 conducted th® investi;.tation roc tbu e’.riSGat*ary aec^.^Ai 

then goin;? oa.) 

Goaaales responded to ay objection, That ccnvomatioa is taps4. He traely ^ 
ackni;vi-direl tua uasutboriseU use of fciy work and actually tola ec coansai^ naa 

^icST‘i.'.JSlv pubiilCiS-tiiOtl 



ati'vxseti tSz^x^' XB u%> S'ucn tals^ H-3 - ^ 

riyht are « license ta steal and that they do it all the tls®. -ar^you wan*. ... 
rai to tkeir having -ions the ssiss subssq-aantly a rsport.ar and savin?; to.l« s'tts 

the seise thins, I will csk Ms psrrtie^ion.) 



I ai» x»ot a ic,ns of mssns. 



not like the scan^islng: ef this sufcject to whlc-n tor 
13 vears I ’«ava devoted, sr? Life and work, ted I -©ss tnsn recovering iroi^t acu:,o ^ 
thr^ta^hlehifein la both legs and thighs. I geve ® bettceea e noBan^ 

cask paytsent for this thievery and a prffiaisa not repeat it .and sy gsxsg to 
issaediatelv, Ifcen Ftayb^ .^ent ^se, the check, Gocrslea sctaaily wrote sse .aiat i sa..r_ 
been aors than reasariafoia." However, ha also triad to extena their self -issued 
ste.n1. Toxt will fisd v?y rroMbiticn of it extplicit ana -_a . 



including xxith POST 



tue 
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Thar tb®a did this with other of tgr work in tne next story, . . 

’•ICHTSS^ , th« serc'x ®f xrhicb shsy cctet ratumc?, icu -•* 

biblioiriihy^ where the lengcst lifting is of work. Pand-ssioa was naves 

tia^es^nt ed «a PltyhovN o-irlnc.l ^ork. 1 heard fro® yijyJieX ® ^®«ss counsor ^no-o 
I recall sa' Leonid Sabin. X told hi®, that unless I received^ sss'uranaes t.uat 
work would net be vsed> I 'Jould seek inioactive relief, thxa ^tore t-.a 
was locked up- I did speak to Mr. Laser about f.iling in u^txieu xn 

Baltimore- Tie did cosstxlt other emrassi- Then Pl^ ytc-y provi.led .te 
turned out ts be falsa. 

ai3 is .IP ppcj.psplacipp Oi r=« 5®sr. to i.pvt tottfat. Tte« Ip bo 

esns»ot h« sure in all particulars. But in thuaiblag througn &© 

Mc?x-5Bley used sa® of kis regular isvldss for yakking uia tbiavery, yc ?cw Oi ^/ -■ 
advccpitsss. ' If the book Is anythins like the .articles, you sazssot nave -^isse-a ttiis 

deviea . 

I ..tail yon as I rramsd Playboy that you xd.U ha lucky if Bsy ^iso does not sna you. 
You hurt his, ass at a tiius wb«n he is be.fors the Suprass Court. 

•^iialey cial»el to have so kaowledse of aoisa of this because of the aii.e.§ea 
irreiaMna uiB» s^f oae ef s*y letters «aea he was oa a dsasish vaestioa. i-iaca^Ju.ea 
we have correSiJoahea . I asntion this beesnse yon 3hs-.ixd snow that ae, .oo, 
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persoTiai kaowle^ge at a tisie tiiat esrtaialy -s-as ^rxot ts yons: going aiiaad Eidth tha 
boor, if act to year eoatsoetin,^ it. 

Te^erarily I bav® a iiisitotloa in a4iliti'?a to the pbelhitis, a taaJea Brobiais that 
the aa# of sa ar.«. I aa aol, thereforii, m-itiitg >'r. 7-sssr ssfcratfsiy. I am 
ssadi'S-^ his a carhoa ©f this latter. X will also sea hia this cosing .fkiirsday ■Khsa 
X viH «e iti W2iihi.«is'£Cia i©r a saas^rcax cocnuA.t£.tou.. 

Ifi" -nrrasr.ftat T ^llJ. tsiak® ?*.‘veilable to yen ^satrayer of w raeorhs yo^s 
asj !?smt to 3se. Toa hrya ^ office abo«t a hsJ.f“hesr froas here. t£ have 
■Marel-snl'cc'dsss:?!, this effor estenda to b.i®. ^dth Hr. l-esBr’a esproyal. 

VfhiXn thosa Who ha,v® ccrsirsarciali$ssi tnese tT3ige<iies ere£sn-i otaers’lsft s&o.^ smyi&j? 
done little ox no orlsdnal work^ hsya ao ekoieSj, yo^j «;lll th«.t I ftswa 

5e 5S£ of the orijjisisi as*3 snostantiirs work. o& th® 1?^ ®sss3©xjiafcioti an® yi,ri.nai.j.y 
all on that of kt. Kl.nr:. this s‘io.jeet 'lov- aa-f®. I hnlia’/s you 

CCS see the dassj?-® t® 'iae froo its tsmauthorixed nse. Xkis is aow even raore daisagiiig 
to ne hscafise I hay® abon.£ two-thirds of & nay book. oTi the Kin.” assagisination in 
drnft. it is tettoorarily laid aside bftcattse X Sia obt>s.inissi fotsserly secret recerss 
a Batter ia tiiilch Er. Lesar rs^TOseats »; 2 . 

j net bo.liav® you w'nt tht sthor yo«r l^?tter solicits. 



■Sineeseiv s 



,nijrol'..i ei shfcjtg 




